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Jesus Laughing, by Ralph Kozak

The One enthroned in heaven laughs. 
(Psalm 2:4a, NIV)
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Welcome to Firelands Church, a community of believers gathered by the Holy Spirit and committed to serving God and growing together in Jesus Christ. 
We invite all of our worshippers to stay for fellowship following the service 
so that we might become better acquainted.

The Order Of The Liturgy
*Those who are able are invited to stand.

We Are Gathered By The Word

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude 
Please use this time to prepare yourself for worship.
*The Bible is Carried into our Midst
*Call to Worship 

Pastor:
This is the time to rejoice!

All:
What better time than now!

Pastor:
This is the day to laugh: 
What did the cabbage pastor say to the people?

All:
Lettuce pray!

Pastor:
How many choir directors does it take to change a light bulb?

Choir Members:
No one knows, because no one ever watches the director!

Pastor:
How many Presbyterians does it take to change a light bulb?

All:
Change? Presbyterians don’t believe in change!

Pastor:
What’s the greatest joke ever?

All:
The one God played on death on Easter morning!

Hymn: 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
Hymnal #113
*Call to Reconciliation
*Corporate Prayer of Confession
O Amused God, you know better than we do what important people we believe we are. Believing we have to be serious all the time, we miss out on the joy of your creation. Choosing to feast on the pain of the world, we skip the picnic offered in paradise. Clinging to the despair which is our best friend, we ignore Jesus, who can bring us home to your heart.

Forgive us, O Heart of Joy, and make us open to the startling, and upside-down, ways in which you work. Fill us with Easter’s laughter; fill us with your healing joy; fill us with the love poured into us through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
*Silent Prayer

*Assurance of Pardon 
The Gospels tell us over and over again of the joy which comes to us through Christ. When Jesus was around, lives were changed, the sick were healed, and the sorrowful began to laugh with joy. The good news is that this joy is now given to us.
Through the Holy Spirit, we are gifted with joy. We are sent forth to bring good news to the oppressed, to bring healing to the broken, and to anoint everyone with the oil of gladness. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven.
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Musical Response
“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”
The Word is Proclaimed to Us
Prayer for Illumination
First Reading: Genesis 18:9-15, 
They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”
The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.”

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
Canticle: Psalm 16 

Reader:
Praise the Lord!

People:
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
praise him in his mighty firmament! 

Reader:
Praise him for his mighty deeds;

People:
praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 

Men:
Praise him with trumpet sound;


Women:
praise him with lute and harp! 

Men:
Praise him with tambourine and dance;


Women:
praise him with strings and pipe! 

Men:
Praise him with clanging cymbals;


Women:
praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

Reader:
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!

All:
Praise the Lord!
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
Time with Younger Christians

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-29
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
Sermon 
“The Greatest Joke Ever”
*Hymn: 
O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing!
Hymnal #117
Verses 1 and 2: All     Verse 3: Women     Verse 4: Men     Verses 5 and 6: All
We Respond To The Word

*Confession of Faith (based on 1 Corinthians 15:3-7, Colossians 1:15-20)
This is the good news that we have received,
in which we stand, and by which we are saved:

Christ died for our sins, was buried,
was raised on the third day,
and appeared first to the women,
then to Peter and the Twelve,
and then to many faithful witnesses.
We believe Jesus is the Christ, 
the Anointed One of God, 
the firstborn of all creation, 
the firstborn from the dead, 
in whom all things hold together, 
in whom the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell
by the power of the Spirit.
Christ is the head of the body, the church, 
and by the blood of the cross reconciles all things to God. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

During the prayer, please pray for healing and wholeness 
for the persons named on your prayer slip. 
After the prayer, you may keep the slip and pray for these people during the week, 
or you may place the slip in the offering plate. 
The Word is Sealed to Us

Invitation to Communion

Offering
*Doxology
Hymnal #592
*Great Thanksgiving

May the God of love and ladybugs be with you.
And also with you.
Children of joy, open your hearts to God.
May God fill them with laughter, wonder, and joy.
Heirs of pleasure and grace, sing songs of thanksgiving.
With banjos and bagpipes, with snare drums and saxophones, 
we will praise the One who is filled with laughter.
Into the face of cantankerous chaos … with those who take themselves too seriously in every place, we sing our glad songs to you:
[Spoken]
Holy, holy, holy are you, creator of dandelions and komodo dragons.
All creation joins in the laughter caused by the empty tomb.
Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is the one who comes carrying the joy of the Lord in his heart.
Hosanna in the highest!
(Congregation may be seated.)


(Words of Institution) 
You are God, with a great sense of humor … we join with those in the glad song of faith:
[Spoken]
Christ died, foolish in the eyes of the world; 
Christ was raised, wise enough to trust you; 
Christ will return, gathering us up and taking us to you, 
laughing all the way.
Is there anything more foolish … a mighty chorus of praise to you, God in Community, Holy in One.
[Spoken]
Alleluia! Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)

Hymnal, p. 16
The Communion
As we serve one another the bread we say, 
“The body of Christ, given for you.”
When we are served we say, “Amen.”
As we serve one another the cup, we say, 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
When we are served we say, “Amen.”
*Prayer after Communion
Glory to God the Father … 
Glory to God the Son … 
Glory to God the Holy Spirit … and the power of the age to come.

Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor, 
power and might be to our Lord forever! Amen.

We Carry the Word Into the World

*Hymn: 
I Come With Joy
Hymnal #507
*Charge and Benediction
Go forth in joy to love and serve God in all that you do.

We are sent in the name of the risen Christ.

Let us bless our Lord.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

May the God of peace, 
who raised to life the great shepherd of the sheep, 
make us ready to do his will in every good thing, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.

Alleluia! Amen.
Benediction Response
“Amen, We Praise Your Name”
Gathering Songs #93

Amen, we praise your name, O God.
Amen, we praise your name, O God.
Amen, Bawo, Amen, Bawo, 
Amen, we praise your name, O God.
*Postlude
	Ministers in Today’s Service
Preacher: Rev. Jeanne Gay
Reader: Susan Rogers
Musician: Susan Larcey
Acolyte: Lily Stouffer
Communion Assistant: Dolly Kresge
	Ministers Next Sunday, May 8, 2011

Preacher: Rev. Jeanne Gay
Reader: Shirley Stary
Musicians: Jay and Margaret Mann
Acolyte: Lily Stouffer
Communion Assistant: Lori Madison


	THIS WEEK AT FIRELANDS

	Today
	Church School, 9:15 am
Worship, 10:30 am, followed by Fellowship 

	Monday
	

	Tuesday
	

	Wednesday
	Dinner at Church of Nazarene 6:00 pm 
Financial Stewardship, 7:00 pm

	Thursday
	National Day of Prayer, Noon on Courthouse Lawn 
Deacon Board Meeting 7:00  pm

	Friday
	

	Saturday
	

	Next Sunday
	Church School, 9:15 am
Worship, 10:30 am, followed by Fellowship 


Church Office Hours: 9:00-1:00, Monday through Friday

National Day of Prayer
This Thursday, from noon to 1:00, on the Ottawa County Courthouse lawn, area pastors and school children will lead in a celebration of the National Day of Prayer. Plan to come and join in prayers for our families, communities, nation and world. 

Greeters and Refreshments

May has no Greeters signed up and only one Sunday is covered for Refreshments. Don’t forget to sign up. We need you! 




Deacon Board Meeting

A Deacon Board meeting will be Thursday May 5 at 7 pm. If you can not attend please contact Dolly Kresge.
Food Pantry Volunteers needed

Our Food Pantry is in need of a volunteer for Thursdays.  If you are able to be on call from the United Way for that  morning, please let Heather Stouffer know or call the church office.  If you haven’t done this before, don’t worry, we will train you.  Also, if you have 
volunteered for another day and there are back-ups on that day and you would be willing to move to Thursday also call the church office.  Thank You.
WCWA Event

May 9, 6:30 pm at Connie Brand’s home—Book Swap

Sharing friendship, food and literature! Dust off your books and bring as many as you’d like to swap. Bring one, bring 10. We will have time to review and look over each other’s collections and take home the books that appeal to us. Bring a small snack to share. If you don't have a book to share, come anyway.

Experiencing God Study

“Experiencing God Day by Day,”  a  small group study, will begin on Wednesday, May 11th at 7 p.m. at the church and meet the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month. We will  be discussing Henry and Richard Blackaby’s 365 day devotional book, which is available used or new from Amazon Books.

This is a follow-up to the previous “Experiencing God” class but that class is not a prerequisite.  Reading and studying one page each day in depth will provide the basis for our discussions. Call Alan Greber (419-341-5110)  or Connie Brand (419-351-0533) with questions.
Church Directory

The latest revised copy of the Church Directory is on the counter by the door to the Sanctuary, it is bright yellow.  Please contact Janine in the church office if you see any changes that should be made.  Thank You.

Nametags

Please wear your nametag—it makes it much easier for all of us to know each other. If you need a new nametag, leave a note for Janine Dress in the office
.

PRAYERS

For those receiving medical treatment or therapy, or undergoing medical tests:

Mike Ayars, Steve Bachmann, Joyce Brown, Maxine Burnstein, Bonnie Christman, Carol, Michelle Crownover, Rae Ellen Dale, Fred, Tom Gahris, John Gibson IV, Bob Glovier, 
Tyler Gogolek, Ervin Hallam, Hannah Marie Hampshire, Marilyn Hogg, 
Craig Kaiser, Arlene Kakareka, Kenny, Stephen Kessler,  Judy Kooistra, Leslie, Lydia, 
Charlie Maag, Jill Madison, Tom Marasek, Judy McCollough, Kay McIntosh, 
John McLaughlin, Simon Mercurio, Michael, Debbie and Ed Monroe, Shirley Ohles, 
Ethan Ott, Jill Petty, Bill and Julie Quayle, Rob, Tammy Robinson, Bob Rodwancy, 
Betty Rodwancy, Sara, Bob Shroeder, Peg Starcher, Nicole Teague, Dan Thornhill, Bud True, Ann Turner, John Viery, Justin Waugh, Taylor Whilhite, Irene Wilson

For those who are grieving:
The family and friends of Bernice Combs
For those facing the infirmities of age:

Mary Ellen Ayars, Mary Combader, Obed Crownover, Eleanor Eddings, Marvel Smith,
 Helen Thivener, Bonnie Vaughn
For those seeking freedom, security, and hope:

Ann Marie, Annie, Bobby, Eddie, Lisa, Justin, Misty, Todd, Tina, Val
For those in the service of our country:

David Brantley, USSD; Steven Coffin, FBI; Carl Cruse, USMC; Cole Daniel, USCG; Darren, police officer (bomb squad); Jennifer Dubbert, USN; Reece Elliott, USA; Andy Farmer, USCG; Nick Farmer, USCG; William Fusz, USA; Ashley Geisert, USCG; Stu Gliwa, USMC; Clinton Gonzalez, USN; Aaron Haynes, USA; Donald Hinton, USA; Phil Howell, Nat’l Guard; Jordan Jensen, USA; Kevin Klein, USMC; Sanju Shinde, USMC; George Spitler, USCG; Peter Stechiow, USN; Jimmy Thornberry, USA; Joey Thornberry, USA; Kurtis Wylie, USN
For those in mission for our Lord:

The Fowler Family in Turkey; Phillip and Elizabeth Prasad in India; 
The National Presbyterian Church of Mexico, Berea Presbytery; 
The Rev. Hazael Compuzano and our sister congregation, Dios es Amor, Mexico City; 
The Monte Sinai Mexican Mission in our Presbytery
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