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Welcome to Firelands Church, a community of believers gathered by the Holy Spirit and committed to serving God and growing together in Jesus Christ. 
We invite all of our worshippers to stay for fellowship following the service 
so that we might become better acquainted.

The Order Of The Liturgy
This morning we gather outside the fellowship area. 
We will process together with palms into the sanctuary.
Welcome and Announcements

*Matthew 17:1-11
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem

Reader:

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage … 
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting.


All:
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 


Reader:
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds responded: 


All:
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

*Hymn: 
“Ride On, Ride On, In Majesty”
Hymnal #91
1. 
Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry;
O Savior meek, pursue Thy road
With palms and scattered garments
          strowed.

2. 
Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die:
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin
O’er captive death and conquered sin.

3. 
Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
The winged squadrons of the sky
Look down with sad and wondering eyes
To see the approaching sacrifice.

4.
Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O God, Thy power, and reign.

*Matthew 26:14-16
Judas Seeks to Betray Jesus
*Candle Ritual

Prayer:

Loving God, there are so many choices before us every day. Choices offered by our friends, our families, our culture, our own past. Some of them encourage the well-being of the earth, ourselves and our neighbors; others are destructive. Help us to distinguish between them. May we learn from the choices of Jesus and embody compassion and justice in all we say and do. Amen. 
Matthew 26:17-25
The Passover Meal
*Prayer of Confession

*Call to Reconciliation
*Corporate Prayer of Confession
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

[Sung]
Create in me a clean heart, O God. And renew a right spirit within me.

For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
[Sung]
Create in me a clean heart, O God. And renew a right spirit within me.
*Silent Prayer

*Assurance of Pardon 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus … and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God!

Matthew 26:26-29
Origins of the Eucharist
Hymn: 
“Psalm 16: “When in the Night I Meditate” 

This psalm is one of the Hallel Psalms, which are traditionally sung at Passover.
It is very likely that Jesus and the disciples sang these words at the Last Supper.
1.
When in the night I meditate
On mercies multiplied,
My grateful heart inspires my tongue
To bless the Lord, my guide.

2.
Forever in my thought the Lord
Before my face shall stand;
Secure, unmoved I shall remain,
With God at my right hand.


3.
I know that I shall not be left
Forgotten in the grave,
And from corruption, Thou, O Lord,
Thy holy one wilt save.

4.
The path of life Thou showest me;
Of joy a boundless store
Is ever found at Thy right hand,
And pleasures evermore.

Matthew 26:30-35
Peter’s Denial Is Foretold
When they had sung the hymn … 
“Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples.

All: Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.
Matthew 26:36-44
Jesus Prays

Reader:
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, 
and he spoke to his disciples.


Left:
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 


Reader:
He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, 
and began to be grieved and agitated. 


Right:
“I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” 


Reader:
And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, 


Left:
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; 
yet not what I want but what you want.” 


Reader:
Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he spoke to Peter.


Right:
“Could you not stay awake with me one hour? 
Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 


Reader:
Again he went away for the second time and prayed, 


Left:
“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 


Reader:
Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 

Musical Response 
“Go to Dark Gethsemane”
Hymnal #97 (vs. 1)

Go to dark Gethsemane,
All who feel the tempter’s power;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see,
Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away,
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.
Matthew 26:45-56
Jesus Is Arrested

Reader:
Then he came to the disciples and spoke to them, 


Right:
“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? 
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 


Reader:
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus spoke to him.


Left: 
“Friend, do what you are here to do.” 


Reader:
Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, 


Right:
Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 


Left:
Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 


Right:
But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?


Reader:
At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” 

Left:
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Musical Response 
“Bitter Was the Night”
Seasonal Singers

Bitter was the night,
thought the cock would crow forever.
Bitter was the night
before the break of day. 
Bitter was the night,
thought there’d never be a morning,
Bitter was the night
before the break of day. 
Matthew 26:57-68
Jesus Before Caiaphas
Musical Response
“Go to Dark Gethsemane”
Hymnal #97 (vs. 2)

Follow to the judgment hall;
View the Lord of life arraigned;
O the wormwood and the gall!
O the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss;
Learn from Christ to bear the cross.

Matthew 26:69-75
Peter Betrays Jesus

Reader:
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came up to him.


Women:
“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 


Reader:
But he denied it before all of them.


Men:
“I do not know what you are talking about.” 


Reader:
When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she spoke to the bystanders.


Women:
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 


Reader:
Again he denied it with an oath:


Men:
“I do not know the man.” 


Reader:
After a little while the bystanders came up and spoke to Peter:


Women:
“Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 


Reader:
Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, 


Men:
“I do not know the man!” 


Reader:
At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

Musical Response 
“Bitter Was the Night”
Solo and Congregation

1. Bitter was the night,
thought the cock would crow forever.
Refrain
2. Saw you passing by,
told them all I didn’t know you. 
Refrain
3. Bitter was the night,
thought there’d never be a morning. 
Refrain

Refrain:
Bitter was the night
before the break of day.
Matthew 27:1-10
Judas and the Thirty Pieces of Silver
Offering

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory 
*Offering Prayer

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory and the majesty.

All that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours, and you rule over all.

Therefore, Lord, receive these offerings, our tangible expressions of love and gratitude.

Transform them into a source of life for many, so that your kingdom may grow in the hearts of all. In the name of Jesus. Amen.

*Doxology
Hymnal #592
*Matthew 27:11-25
Pilate and Barabbas

Reader 1:
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 


Reader 2:
Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 


Reader 1:
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 


Reader 2:
So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 


Reader 1:
While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 


Reader 2:
Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” 


All:
“Barabbas.” 


Reader 1:
Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 

All:
“Let him be crucified!” 


Reader 1:
Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” 

All:
“Let him be crucified!” 


Reader 2:
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”

All:
“His blood be on us and on our children!”
*Musical Response 
“Ah, Holy Jesus”
Hymnal #93 (vss. 1, 2)

*Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Matthew 27:26-32
On the Way to the Cross
Anthem
“Lenten Litany”
Seasonal Singers

Martin How
God the Father, God the Son, 
God the Spirit Three in One,
hear us from Thy heavenly throne, 
spare us Holy Trinity.

Jesu who for us didst bear
scorn and sorrow, toil and care,
hearken to our lowly prayer,
we beseech Thee Jesu.

By the hour of agony
spent while Thine apostles three
slumbered in Gethsemane, 
hear us Holy Jesu.

Jesu by Thy friend betrayed,
Jesu sport for sinners made,
Jesu in mock robes arrayed,
Hear us Holy Jesu.

By the scourging meekly born
by the reed and crown of thorn,
by the malice and the scorn,
hear us Holy Jesu.

By the outcry of the Jews,
when a murderer they would choose,
and the Prince of Life refuse,
hear us Holy Jesu.

By the nailing to the Tree,
by the title over Thee,
by the gloom of Calvary,
hear us Holy Jesu.

Jesus who for us has died
and forever glorified.
Reignest at the Father’s side.
Hear us, Holy Father.
Matthew 27:33-44
Jesus is Mocked on the Cross
Musical Response 
“Jesus, Remember Me”
Hymnal #599

Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.

Prayers of the Church

During the prayer, please pray for healing and wholeness 
for the persons named on your prayer slip. 
After the prayer, you may keep the slip and pray for these people during the week, 
or you may place the slip in the offering plate. 

Musical Response 
“Jesus, Remember Me”
Hymnal #599

Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.

Matthew 27:45-58
Jesus Dies
Sacrament of the Eucharist

Invitation to Communion
*Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
Questioner: Why do we give thanks and praise before this table?

We give thanks for God’s work of creation, liberation, and salvation.

It is indeed right, our duty and delight … joining our voices in their unending praise:
[Spoken]
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
(Congregation may be seated.)
All glory and blessing are yours, O holy God … Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
[Spoken]
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, that in eating and drinking we may be made one with one another and with Christ Jesus, who taught us to pray.
The Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)

Hymnal, p. 16
The Communion
*Prayer after Communion
*Matthew 27:57-66
Jesus’ Body Is Taken to the Tomb
*Hymn
“Were You There When They Crucified My Lord”
Hymnal #102 (vss. 1, 4)

Charge
Benediction

	Ministers in Today’s Service
Preacher: Rev. Jeanne Gay
Readers: Pat Winton, Bill Sharp, Ruth Shannon, Susan and John Rogers, Connie Brand, Lily Stouffer
Musicians: Jay and Margaret Mann
Acolyte: Merissa Jagucki 
Communion Assistant: Gary Kresge 
	Ministers Next Sunday, April 24, 2011
Preacher: Rev. Jeanne Gay
Readers: Katie Heilakka and Karen Coffin

Soloist: Katie Heilakka

Musicians: Jay and Margaret Mann
Acolyte: Merissa Jagucki
Communion Assistants: Ernie and Nila McCullough


	THIS WEEK AT FIRELANDS

	Today
	Church School, 9:15 am
Worship, 10:30 am, followed by Fellowship 

Brahms’ Requiem class, 3:00 pm

	Monday
	Brahms’ Requiem class, 7:00 pm

	Tuesday
	

	Wednesday
	

	Thursday
	Christian Seder, 7:00 pm

	Friday
	Port Clinton Good Friday Service, 12:00, St. John Lutheran

Firelands Good Friday Service, 7:30 pm

	Saturday
	

	Next Sunday
EASTER
	Worship 8:30 am
Worship, 10:30 am 


One Great Hour of Sharing & 
Gifts of the Heart

We will be collecting one Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm and Easter Sunday.  On the table in the gathering space are “Gracie”(our fish bank) and offering envelopes.  Through Easter Sunday, we will be collecting items to be sent to our Presbyterian Church USA to be distributed to those in need around the world.  We will be collecting Hygiene Kits and Baby Kits.  Please help purchase some of these items and bring them to church and we will assemble these kits for you.  A list of those items needed for these kits can be found on the table in our gathering space. The One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes are in today’s bulletin, please return no later than Easter Sunday. 
Eco-Palms
To celebrate Palm Sunday, our congregation partnered with the Presbyterian Hunger Program (supported by One Great Hour of Sharing) to use Eco-Palms—branches truly worthy of celebration. Usually, palms are harvested in rainforests that are critical habitats for migrating birds. The more fronds harvesters cut, the more income they generate, which results in over-harvesting and threatens the rainforest. Middlemen transport the palms out of communities for processing where more than half of the palms are discarded because of poor quality.
Eco-Palm harvesters, however, gather only quality palm fronds in a way that allows the plant to keep growing. The communities process and package the palms instead of selling to middlemen, allowing them to capture more of the profits. With this money, impoverished harvesters are able to buy shoes and school uniforms for their children and can pay for basic healthcare. These jobs also mean youth stay in their communities instead of migrating for work. In addition, five cents of every Eco-Palm sold for Palm Sunday directly funds projects that improve the lives of all community members. This money provides scholarships for students, pays a teacher’s salary and supports elderly members of the community. This year, we share the jubilation of Palm Sunday with the people who harvested our palms. For more information, visit www.pcusa.org/palms
Maundy Thursday Christian Seder

On Thursday evening, at 7:00, we will celebrate together a Christian version of the Jewish seder (SAY-der), the meal that Jewish families eat during Passover—a descendent of the meal that Jesus and the disciples ate at the Last Supper. Although the food items in this seder will be more symbolic than “filling,” it is a time of both spiritual richness and family togetherness. Come share in the togetherness with our Firelands family!

Good Friday Services

We have two worship options on Good Friday. At noon there will be a community service at St. John Lutheran Church in Port Clinton. And at 7:30 we will come together at Firelands Church for a service that will include a Protestant version of the stations of the cross. We will walk together to read scripture and pray at eight “stations” commemorating Jesus’ journey to the cross on Good Friday. It promises to be a rich and meaningful service.

Easter Services

There are also 2 worship options on Easter. At 8:30 there will be a shorter worship service. Our traditional worship service. will be 10:30.
PRAYERS

For those receiving medical treatment or therapy, or undergoing medical tests:

Mike Ayars, Steve Bachmann, Joyce Brown, Maxine Burnstein, Bonnie Christman, Bernice Combs, Carol, Michelle Crownover, Rae Ellen Dale, Fred, Tom Gahris, John Gibson IV, Bob Glovier, Tyler Gogolek, Ervin Hallam, Hannah Marie Hampshire, Marilyn Hogg, 
Craig Kaiser, Arlene Kakareka, Kenny, Stephen Kessler,  Judy Kooistra, Leslie, Lydia, 
Charlie Maag, Jill Madison, Tom Marasek, Judy McCollough, Kay McIntosh, 
John McLaughlin, Simon Mercurio, Michael, Debbie and Ed Monroe, Shirley Ohles, 
Ethan Ott, Jill Petty, Bill and Julie Quayle, Rob, Tammy Robinson, Bob Rodwancy, 
Betty Rodwancy, Sara, Bob Shroeder, Peg Starcher, Nicole Teague, 
Dan Thornhill, Bud True, Ann Turner, John Viery, Justin Waugh, Taylor Whilhite, 
Irene Wilson

For those facing the infirmities of age:

Mary Ellen Ayars, Mary Combader, Obed Crownover, Eleanor Eddings, Marvel Smith,
 Helen Thivener, Bonnie Vaughn
For those seeking freedom, security, and hope:

Ann Marie, Annie, Bobby, Eddie, Lisa, Justin, Misty, Todd, Tina, Val
For those in the service of our country:

David Brantley, USSD; Steven Coffin, FBI; Carl Cruse, USMC; Cole Daniel, USCG; Darren, police officer (bomb squad); Jennifer Dubbert, USN; Reece Elliott, USA; Andy Farmer, USCG; Nick Farmer, USCG; William Fusz, USA; Ashley Geisert, USCG; Stu Gliwa, USMC; Clinton Gonzalez, USN; Aaron Haynes, USA; Donald Hinton, USA; Phil Howell, Nat’l Guard; Jordan Jensen, USA; Kevin Klein, USMC; Sanju Shinde, USMC; George Spitler, USCG; Peter Stechiow, USN; Jimmy Thornberry, USA; Joey Thornberry, USA; Kurtis Wylie, USN
For those in mission for our Lord:

The Fowler Family in Turkey; Phillip and Elizabeth Prasad in India; 
The National Presbyterian Church of Mexico, Berea Presbytery; 
The Rev. Hazael Compuzano and our sister congregation, Dios es Amor, Mexico City; 
The Monte Sinai Mexican Mission in our Presbytery
If you have a name to add to the prayer list, please contact the office or any of the Pastoral Deacons.
If you would like to pray with someone one-on-one, see Pastor Jeanne or a Pastoral Deacon
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